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COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Pinellas County School District is the 23nd largest school district in the United
States and seventh largest in the State of Florida, with over 100,000 students, PreK-12.
The district has 80 elementary, 23 middle and 16 high schools, along with six exceptional
education centers and two discipline centers. In addition, the district has six community
schools, three adult education centers, one secondary vocational center and two technical
education centers. The school district departments which contributed to this report include
the offices of Planning and Policy, Research and Accountability, and Safe and Drug Free
Schools. The offices of Planning and Policy and Research and Accountability are charged
with school related research, testing and evaluation. The Safe and Drug Free Schools
office provides substance abuse prevention programs PreK-12.

The Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County (JWB) is unique in that it was the first,
and until 10 years ago, the only entity in the state and nation empowered by voters to
assess property taxes to benefit local children and families. The Juvenile Welfare Board
was founded in 1946. JWB does not provide services to children directly, but funds the
delivery of services through other community agencies. JWB researches, plans,
coordinates, funds and evaluates services; addresses public issues related to children ;
trains service providers; and provides technical support to child-serving agencies and to
the community at large. JWB currently contracts with 53 agencies whose more than 112
programs provide services .t o 112,709 children , 98,262 adults and 29,387 families.

Operation PAR (Parental Awareness and Responsibility) is the largest and most
comprehensive substance abuse prevention, treatment, research and training program is
the southeastern United States. Since its inception in 1970 as a not-for-profit organization,
PAR has been dedicated to reducing the incidence of substance abuse in the community.
PAR provides a comprehensive continuum of care to individuals at risk for, or overcoming
chemical dependency. Programming ranges from prevention and early intervention to
intensive residential treatment. Founded by Shirley D. Coletti, President of PAR, former
State Attorney James T. Russell and former Pinellas County Sheriff Don Genung, PAR
began as a single program designed to treat opiate addicted young people. Today, PAR
serves over 51,000 people annually in 48 programs at 32 locations in four counties.
Operation PAR has been recognized by the Alcohol and Drug Problems Association of
North America as one of the outstanding substance abuse programs in the nation.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

students in grades five, six, eight, ten and
twelve were surveyed utilizing the Pride
Prevalence Questionnaire. Students in
grades eight and twelve were also
surveyed using the Operation PAR
instrument. In 1994, information from
Pinellas County elementary students was
added to the middle and high school
student research base.
This report
provides the results of a drug survey
conducted among Pinellas County fifth ,
sixth, eighth, tenth and twelfth grade
students during the spring of 1996.

Background

The problem of adolescent substance
abuse receives well deserved attention in
the media and community. The lives of
far too many children and their families
are adversely affected by the use of
alcohol and other drugs. Nationally, a
war on drugs has been declared and
many prevention, intervention and
treatment programs have emerged in our
communities.
In order to appropriately address this
significant family and societal problem, it
is essential that the dimensions and
dynamics of this issue be understood. To
this end, the Pinellas County School
System, Operation PAR, Inc., and the
Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas
County (JWB) joined together, once
again, to survey school students on their
drug use patterns.

Purpose

This study represents a long-standing,
cooperative effort of Operation PAR, Inc.,
the Pinellas County School Board and the
Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas
County to acquire reliable information vital
to planning, designing and properly
focusing
drug
abuse
prevention ,
intervention and treatment services for
Pinellas County children and youth.

In the effort to collect substance abuse
prevalence information, six student drug
use surveys have been conducted over
the span of 16 years. The first student
drug use survey was conducted in 1980
by Operation PAR which replicated the
University of Michigan national drug
abuse survey of high school seniors. In
1984, the contributing organizations
expanded the survey to include eighth
graders as well as twelfth graders. In
1990, the target population was
expanded again to include students in
grades five, six and ten in addition to
grades eight and twelve. In 1992,

One purpose of the 1996 survey is to
update the data base first established in
1980 and expanded in subsequent years.
Comparisons are made to students
previously surveyed. The format also
permits the comparison of local survey
results with the results of a national
sample of students in grades eight, ten
and twelve.
Operation PAR has
successfully utilized previous survey
information in initiating and directing a
number of innovative prevention, early
intervention and treatment programs in
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cooperation with the School Board and
JWB. It is anticipated that information
from the 1996 survey will be utilized to
modify existing programs and suggest
new program directions.
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in the national survey. This report is the
most prominent source of national
information on drug abuse prevalence
and trends among our nation's youth.
The present study differs from the design
of the Michigan survey primarily in its
concentrated focus on a single
community (Pinellas County) and the fact
that the survey has been extended to
other grades in addition to eighth, tenth
and twelfth graders. The current survey
also identifies the individual schools
attended by students responding and the
zip code of their residence. Utilization of
this instrument allows for comparisons to
a national sample and comparisons of
survey results obtained for the eighth and
twelfth grade classes of 1996 with the
results of surveys conducted among the
classes of 1980, 1984, 1990, 1992 and
1994.

The survey results will be utilized by
community groups, the Juvenile Welfare
Board, Pinellas County Schools, and
other policy makers in the community to
develop strategies for reducing substance
abuse among youth. The 1994 survey
results were analyzed by zip code and
spatially displayed on a series of maps
published by the Juvenile Welfare Board
in the Social Indicator Report (Vol. 16,
No. 1, July, 1995). The 1996 survey data
will again be published in the Social
Indicator Report. The location-based
results from the survey will assist the
Pinellas County School District, JWB,
Operation PAR and other agencies in
implementation of neighborhood based
prevention strategies.

Among the general areas examined by
this survey were: actual use of alcohol
and other drugs, knowledge of drug
abuse and its consequences, and ease of
access to alcohol and other drugs.

Methodology

An evaluation work group representing
the three organizations decided that two
versions of the survey would be created,
one specifically for fifth and sixth graders
(see Appendix A), the other for eighth,
tenth and twelfth graders (see Appendix
B). The instruments essentially replicate
an annual, national drug abuse survey,
"Monitoring the Future", conducted by the
University of Michigan's Institute on Social
Research.
This survey has been
conducted among high school seniors
annually since 1975 through funding
provided by the National Institute on Drug
Abuse (NIDA). Since 1991 , eighth and
tenth grade students have been included

For this survey, as with the 1994 survey,
the source population for the survey
consisted of fifth, sixth, eighth, tenth and
twelfth grade classrooms from Pinellas
County Schools. Fifth graders at 80
elementary schools participated in the
survey. Twenty-three middle schools
participated in the survey. However, one
middle school only served sixth graders
during the 1995-1996 school year. Tenth
and twelfth graders at fifteen high schools
participated in the survey. A new high
school was established in the fall of 1996.
Students at the technical education

2

centers were not surveyed, as many
students at these centers are adults. The
exceptional education centers were not
included in the sample. Many students at
these centers may not be able to
complete the survey. As with other
populations of students, these students
could be considered at risk for substance
abuse. The majority of students in drop
out prevention programs were surveyed .
However, students at community based
drop out prevention centers were not
surveyed.

fifth graders (81 .7% of 8,358 fifth
graders), 6,024 sixth graders (75.4% of
7,985 sixth graders), 5,671 eighth graders
(73.6% of 7,703 eighth graders) , 3,966
tenth graders (60.7% of 6,529 tenth
graders) and 3,014 twelfth graders
(67.0% of 4,499 twelfth graders). During
the data cleaning process, an additional
134 (1.0% of respondents) fifth and sixth
grade surveys and 693 (5.5% of
respondents) eighth, tenth and twelfth
grade surveys were removed from
analysis as they contained obviously
erroneous information.

The administration of the Pinellas County
School District approved the use of these
surveys of student drug usage and their
administration during the 1995-96 school
year. All regular education schools were
asked to participate in the survey.
Principals
were
responsible
for
distribution of the survey instruments.
Students voluntarily completed the
specially designed optically scanned
survey instruments during the regular
school day. Teachers were instructed to
return the completed anonymous forms to
the school principal for forwarding to the
Pinellas County Schools office of
Research and Accountability for collating
and scanning.

Limitations

Survey results are based on students'
self-reports.
Self-reported drug use
information is generally thought to be an
underestimation of actual drug use. The
General Accounting Office estimates that
student self-reports of drug use may be
under-reported by as much as 20 percent
(GAO/PEMD-93-18).
However, any conclusions with regard to
underestimation must remain tentative.
There is not extensive literature on the
contributions of anonymity to student
reporting of the use of illicit drugs, at a
time of increasing societal pressures
against their use. There is evidence
which supports the concept that the more
socially acceptable the drug (i.e., alcohol),
the more likely that the response is
accurate.

The data sets were analyzed at Operation
PAR
using
SPSS-PC+
statistical
software. This report was developed by
a committee composed of staff from the
Pinellas County Schools, Operation PAR
and the Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County.

Students were asked to respond to a
question regarding where students their
age are likely to drink alcohol. The
survey item indicates where respondents
believe students their age are likely to

A total of 25,504 students (72.7% of the
35,074 students in the participating
schools) took part in the survey: 6,829
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drink alcohol and not necessarily
locations where students actually drink
alcohol. This was done in order to allow
non-drinkers to respond to the question.
For instance, many sixth graders may
believe alcohol is consumed at parties,
but this response does not imply action.

Inhalants include glue, gases, cleaning
solvents, the contents of aerosol spray
cans, markers and typewriter correction
fluid. The use of inhalants can cause
irreversible brain, liver and kidney
damage, even with a single use.
The term "other psychedelics" refers to
psychedelics other than LSD, including
PCP, MOTA, ecstasy, mescaline, peyote,
Angel's Trumpet and mushrooms.

Students were asked on how many
occasions in the past 30 days and during
their lifetimes they had used any of a list
of 12 types of drugs and/or alcohol. It is
possible that some students reported use
of drugs which had been prescribed by a
doctor (i.e., steroids) or alcohol which had
been taken for religious purposes.

The term "other narcotics" includes
codeine, opium, methadone and the like.

Respondents were asked to indicate on
how many occasions during their lifetime
they had used drugs and/or alcohol.
However, drug or alcohol use during
one's lifetime is not necessarily a
significant indicator of a serious drug or
alcohol abuse problem.
The percentages reflected in this report
have a sampling error, which is as
follows:
For reported
percentages
ranging from:
1% to 6%

The margin of error
will be:

+/- 1%

7% to 21%

+/- 2%

22% to 100%

+/- 3%

Terminology

The term "inhalants" is used in reference
to substances which are sniffed or
breathed in through the nasal passages.
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Chapter 2
Fifth Grade Survey Results

13.3% reported use of tobacco; and
1.5% reported use of marijuana. Lifetime
usage levels for the nine other drug
types contained in the survey range from
0.2% to 0.8% of fifth grade respondents.
See Figure 1.

Introduction

A total of 6,829 fifth graders from
elementary schools participated in
survey. This represents 81.7% of
8,358 fifth graders enrolled in the
elementary schools.

80
the
the
80

Frequency of Recent Drug Use
Lifetime Drug Use

Among fifth grade respondents, 11.4%
reported recent alcohol use which
represents a 4.1 percentage point
decrease since 1994; 7% reported recent
inhalant use; and 4.2% reported recent use
of tobacco. Recent usage levels for the
ten other drug types included in the survey
range from 0.1% to 0.5% of fifth grade

Among fifth graders, 35% of respondents
reported drinking alcohol at some time
during their lifetime which represents a
nearly seven percentage point decrease
since 1994; 14.4% reported use of
inhalants which represents a nearly three
percentage point decrease since 1994;

Figure 1. Lifetime Drug Use Among Fifth Graders, 1994 - 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey - 5th Grade
Pinellas County Schools
50

ana

LSD

Cocaine

Tobacco

0.6
0.4

0.8
0.4

15.4
13.3

Lifetime Drug Use *

*

Lifetime use means use at any time during a lifetime from one time use to multiple
times.
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respondents.
See Figure 2.
(Note:
Figures here indicate ANY use within the
past 30 days.)

that marijuana is easy to get, a five
percentage point reduction since 1994;
7.1% reported that cocaine is easy to get,
a 3.3 percentage point reduction since
Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol
1994; and 5.5% reported that LSD is
easy to get, a 3.3 percentage point
Students were queried with regard to their reduction since 1994. See Figure 3.
ease of access to alcohol and five other
drug types. Among fifth graders, 53.3% Locations of Alcohol Use
of reported that inhalants are easy to get,
a 2.5 percentage point reduction since Students were asked where, among six
1994; 35.3% reported that cigarettes are locations, students their age are likely to
easy to get, a 6.2 percentage point drink alcohol. Among fifth graders, 63.5%
reduction since 1994; 32.9% reported that indicated that a party is the most likely
alcohol is easy to get, a 7.5 percentage location for alcohol use; 39.1% reported
point reduction since 1994; 8.8% reported that alcohol use may occur at a friend's
Figure 2. Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Among Fifth Graders, 1994 - 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey - 5th Grade
Pinellas County Schools
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Use within the past 30 days means any use within the past 30 days from one time
use to multiple times.
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home; 38.4% indicated that alcohol use
may occur at other locations; 15.7%
reported that drinking may occur at home;
15.4% reported that drinking may occur in
a car; and 3.8% stated that drinking may
occur on school grounds.

some time in their lifetime; 20.1%
reported they had been driven by an
impaired driver within the past 12 months;
and 11.8% reported this situation
occurring within the past 30 days.
Knowledge of Drug Abuse

Drug/Alcohol Use and Motor Vehicles

The survey contained 12 questions
regarding drugs and the consequences of
drug use. A total of 5,266 fifth graders
answered all 12 knowledge questions.
Among these fifth graders, 13.1%
answered all 12 questions correctly; and
72.8% scored 75% or better by answering
9 or more of the questions correctly.

Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had been a
passenger in a vehicle when the driver
was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. A total of 36.2% of fifth graders
reported having been a passenger in a
vehicle driven by an intoxicated driver at

Figure 3. Accessibility of Alcohol and Other Drugs, Fifth Graders, 1994 - 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
Pinellas County Schools
Accessibility - Fifth Graders
60
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Sixth Grade Survey Results

•
•

Introduction

decrease since 1994; 19.8% reported use
of inhalants which is a 7.3 percentage
A total of 6,024 sixth graders from 23 point decrease since 1994; and 6.9%
middle schools and one discipline center reported use of marijuana. Lifetime usage
participated in the survey. This represents levels for the nine other drug types
75.4% of the 7,985 sixth graders enrolled included in the survey range from 1.0% to
in these schools.
1.8% of sixth grade respondents. See
Figure 4 .
Lifetime Drug Use
Frequency of Recent Drug Use
Among
sixth
graders,
41 .9%
of
respondents reported drinking alcohol at Among sixth grade respondents, 15.7%
some time during their lifetime which is an reported recent alcohol use which is a 6.8
11.5 percentage point decrease since percentage point decease since 1994;
1994; 24.8% reported having tried tobacco 11.2% reported recent tobacco use which
products which is a 4.2 percentage point is a three percentage point decrease since

•I
•
1.1

Figure 4. Lifetime Drug Use Among Sixth Graders, 1994 - 1996

1.1

Drug Prevalence Survey - 6th Grade
Pinellas County Schools
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reported that inhalants are easy to get,
a 15.4 percentage point reduction since
1994; 41% reported that cigarettes are
easy to get, a 12.8 percentage point
reduction since 1994; 34.3% reported that
alcohol is easy to get, a 15.9 percentage
point reduction since 1994; 13.6% reported
that marijuana is easy to get, a 5.8
percentage point reduction since 1994;
7.7% reported that cocaine is easy to get,
a 3.1 percentage point reduction since
Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol
1994; and 6.5% reported that LSD is easy
Students were queried with regard to their to get; a 2.8 percentage point reduction
ease of access to alcohol and five other since 1994. See Figure 6.
drug types. Among sixth graders, 51 .4%
1994; 8.3% reported recent inhalant use
which is a 4.7 percentage point decrease
since 1994; and 3.5% reported recent
marijuana use. Recent usage levels for
the nine other drug types included in the
survey range from 0.3% to 0.6% of sixth
graders. See Figure 5. (Note: Figures
here indicate ANY use within the past 30
days.)

Figure 5. Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Among Sixth Graders, 1994- 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey - 6th Grade
Pinellas County Schools
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Use within the past 30 days means any use within the past 30 days from one time
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was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. A total of 36.6% of sixth graders
reported having been a passenger in a
vehicle driven by an intoxicated driver at
some time in their lifetime; 21% reported
they had been driven by an impaired
driver within the past 12 months; and
11.6% reported this situation occurring
within the past 30 days.

Locations of Alcohol Use

•
•Ill
I

Students were asked where, among six
locations, students their age are likely to
drink alcohol. Among sixth graders,
62.5% indicated that a party is the most
likely location for alcohol use among
students in their age group; 40.9%
reported that alcohol use may occur at a
friend's home; 33.4% indicated that
alcohol use may occur at other locations;
20% reported that drinking may occur at
home; 18.2% reported that drinking may
occur in a car; and 4.6% stated that
drinking may occur at school.

Knowledge of Drug Abuse

The survey contained 12 questions
regarding drugs and the consequences of
drug use. A total of 4,154 sixth graders
answered all 12 knowledge questions.
Among these sixth graders, 22 .5%
answered all 12 questions correctly; and
77.6% scored 75% or better by answering
9 or more of the questions correctly.

Drug/Alcohol Use and Motor Vehicles

Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had been a
passenger in a vehicle when the driver

I

Figure 6. Accessibility of Alcohol and Other Drugs, Sixth Graders, 1994- 1996
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Eighth Grade Survey Results
Introduction
A total of 5,671 eighth graders from 22
middle schools and one discipline center
participated in the survey. This represents
73.6% of the 7,703 eighth graders enrolled
in these schools.
Lifetime Drug Use
Among eighth graders, 61 .2% of
respondents reported drinking alcohol at
some time during their lifetime. However,
lifetime alcohol use is virtually unchanged
since 1994 and remains at its lowest level
for eighth graders since reporting began in
1984. Marijuana use has increased to its

highest level among eighth graders since
reporting began in 1984, with 33.6%
reporting lifetime use. Lifetime LSD use is
at its highest level since reporting began in
1984, with 8.8% of eighth graders reporting
lifetime use. Lifetime cocaine use was
reported by 3.5% of eighth graders.
Additionally, among eighth graders, 48.2%
reported having tried tobacco products;
25.3% reported use of inhalants; 8.2%
reported use of amphetamines; 7.1%
reported use of other psychedelics; and
5.7% reported use of tranquilizers.
Lifetime usage levels for the four other
drug types included in the survey range
from 1.6% to 4.6% of eighth grade
respondents. See Figure 7.

Figure 7. Lifetime Drug Use Among Eighth Graders, 1984 - 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey ..: 8th Grade
Pinellas County Schools
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Frequency of Recent Drug Use

II
I
I

Recent alcohol use among eighth graders
is at its highest level since 1984, with
43.9% reporting recent use. Recent use of
tobacco was reported by 34.1% of eighth
graders. Recent use of marijuana is at its
highest level since reporting began in
1984, with 22.8% reporting recent
marijuana use. This represents a more
than four percentage point increase in
recent marijuana use since 1994. Recent
use of LSD is at its highest level for
eighth graders since 1984, with 4.8%

I
I

reporting use within the last 30 days.
Recent use of cocaine was reported by
1.6% of eighth graders. Additionally
among eighth grade respondents, 16.8%
reported recent inhalant use; 5.9%
reported recent amphetamine use; 4.8%
reported recent use of other psychedelics;
and 4.2% reported
recent use of
tranquilizers. Recent usage levels for the
four other types of drugs included in the
survey range from 0.9 to 3.2% of eighth
grade respondents. See Figure 8. (Note:
Figures here indicate ANY use within the
past 30 days.)

Figure 8. Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Among Eighth Graders, 1984 - 1996
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Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol

Locations of Alcohol Use

Students were queried with regard to their
ease of access to alcohol and five other
drug types. Among eighth graders, 74.3%
reported that cigarettes are easy to get;
66.2% reported that alcohol is easy to get,
a six percentage point reduction since
1994; 77% reported that inhalants are easy
to get, an increase of 7.9 percentage
points since 1994; 52.5% reported that
marijuana is easy to get, a 5.8 percentage
point increase since 1994; 20.3% reported
that LSD is easy to get; and 15.8%
reported that cocaine is easy to get. See
Figure 9.

Students were asked where, among six
locations, students their age are likely to
drink alcohol. Among eighth graders, 91%
indicated that a party is the most likely
location for alcohol use among
students in their age group; 79.8%
reported that alcohol use may occur at a
friend's home; 55.9% indicated that alcohol
use may occur at other locations; 47.7%
reported that drinking may occur at home;
41.7% reported that drinking may occur in
a car; and 10% stated that drinking may
occur on school grounds.

Figure 9. Accessibility of Alcohol and Other Drugs, Eighth Graders, 1994- 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
Pinellas County Schools
Accessibility- Eighth Graders
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Drug/Alcohol Use and Motor Vehicles

Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had been a
passenger in a vehicle when the driver
was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. A total of 57.2% of eighth
graders reported having been a
passenger in a vehicle driven by an
intoxicated driver at some time in their
lifetime; 41 .7% reported they had been
driven by an impaired driver within the
past 12 months; and 25.9% reported this
situation occurring within the past 30
days. See Figure 16 (on page 23).
Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had driven a
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol. Although most eighth graders do
not drive, 13.5% reported having driven
while under the influence of alcohol at
some time in their lifetime; 10.9%
reported driving under the influence of
alcohol in the past 12 months; and 6.2%
reported driving under the influence of
alcohol in the past 30 days. See Figure
17 (on page 24).
Knowledge of Drug Abuse

The survey contained 13 questions
regarding drugs and the consequences of
drug use. A total of 2,153 eighth graders
answered all 13 knowledge questions.
Among these eighth graders, 0.9%
answered all 13 questions correctly; and
38.3% scored 77% or better by answering
ten or more of the questions correctly.

II
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Tenth Grade Survey Results
Introduction

A total of 3,966 tenth graders from 15 high
schools participated in the survey. This
represents 60.7% of the 6,529 tenth
graders enrolled in the 15 high schools.
Lifetime Drug Use

Among tenth graders, 71 .2% of
respondents reported drinking alcohol at
some time during their lifetime which is
unchanged from 1994; 55.3% reported
having tried tobacco products, which is
virtually unchanged from 1994 figures;

47.8% reported use of marijuana, a 6.2
percentage point increase from 1994;
16.6% reported use of inhalants, which is
virtually unchanged from 1994; 17.9%
reported use of LSD, a 4.5 percentage
point increase from 1994; and 13%
reported use of amphetamines, which is
virtually unchanged from 1994. Lifetime
use of other psychedelics increased from
6.4% in 1994 to 12.3% in 1996. Lifetime
use of tranquilizers increased from 6.7% in
1994 to 12.6% in 1996. Lifetime usage
levels for the five other drug types included
in the survey range from 2.2% to 8.9% of
tenth grade respondents. See Figure 10.

Figure 10. Lifetime Drug Use Among Tenth Graders, 1994 - 1996
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Frequency of Recent Drug Use
Among tenth grade respondents, 52.7%
reported recent alcohol use, which is
virtually unchanged from 1994; 38.5%
reported recent tobacco use, an increase
of 2.2 percentage points since 1994;
29.2% reported recent marijuana use, a
two percentage point increase from
1994. A total of 9.1% reported recent LSD
use; 7.8% reported recent amphetamine
use; and 7.8% reported recent inhalant
use, all of which are virtually unchanged
from 1994 figures. Recent use of other
psychedelics increased from 3.5% in
1994 to 6.7% in 1996. Recent use of
tranquilizers increased from 3.3% in 1994

to 8.2% in 1996. Recent usage levels for
the five other drug types included in the
survey range from 1.0% to 5.3% of tenth
grade respondents. See Figure 11. (Note:
Figures here indicate ANY use within the
past 30 days.)
Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol
Students were queried with regard to their
ease of access to alcohol and five other
drug types. Among tenth graders, 84.7%
reported that cigarettes are easy to get;
79.5% reported that alcohol is easy to get,
a five percentage point reduction since
1994; 75.6% reported that inhalants are
easy to get, a 6.5 percentage point

Figure 11. Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Among Tenth Graders, 1994 - 1996
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reduction since 1994; 72.6% reported that
marijuana is easy to get, a 3.8
percentage point increase since 1994;
33 .8% reported that LSD is easy to get;
and 22.7% reported that cocaine is easy
to get. See Figure 12.

friend's home; 67.7% indicated that
alcohol use may occur at other locations;
60.6% repcrted that drinking may occur in
a car; 59.5% reported that drinking may
occur at home; and 23.7% stated that
drinking may occur on school grounds.

Locations of Alcohol Use

Drug/Alcohol Use and Motor Vehicles

Students were asked where, among five
locations, students their age are likely to
drink alcohol. Among tenth graders,
96.8% indicated that a party is the most
likely location for alcohol use among
students in their age group; 90.1%
reported that alcohol use may occur at a

Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had been a
passenger in a vehicle when the driver
was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. A total of 64.9% of tenth graders
reported having been a passenger in a
vehicle driven by an intoxicated driver

Figure 12. Accessibility of Alcohol and Other Drugs, Tenth Graders, 1994- 1996
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at some time in their lifetime; 52.8%
reported they had been driven by an
impaired driver within the past 12 months;
and 32.4% reported this situation
occurring within the past 30 days.
Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had driven a
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol. Among tenth graders, 17.6%
reported having driven while under the
influence of alcohol at some time in their
lifetime; 16% reported driving under the
influence of alcohol in the past 12
months; and 9.1% reported driving under
the influence of alcohol in the past 30
days.
Knowledge of Drug Abuse

The survey contained 13 questions
regarding drugs and the consequences of
drug use. A total of 1,808 tenth graders
answered all 13 questions. Among these
tenth graders, 7.6% answered all 13
questions correctly; and 72.2% scored
77% or better by answering ten or more
of the questions correctly.
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Twelfth Grade (High School Seniors) Survey Results

figures. Lifetime marijuana use among
seniors has increased 5.3 percentage
A total of 3,014 twelfth graders from 15 points since 1994, with 53.1% reporting
high schools participated in the survey. lifetime use. However, lifetime marijuana
This represents 67% of the 4,499 twelfth use among seniors is 9.9 percentage
points lower than it was in 1980. Lifetime
graders enrolled in the 15 high schools.
inhalant use continues to decline for twelfth
Lifetime Drug Use
graders, with 12.2% reporting lifetime use.
Cocaine use is up slightly from 1994, with
Lifetime alcohol use by twelfth graders 8.6% twelfth graders reporting lifetime
remains virtually unchanged since 1994. cocaine use. However, lifetime cocaine
This represents a decrease of nearly 11 use has decreased nearly nine percentage
percentage points since 1992 and 17.2 points since reporting began in 1980.
percentage points since 1984, with 78.1%
of all seniors reporting use in their lifetime. Additionally, among twelfth graders, LSD
Lifetime tobacco use was reported by use continues to rise with 22.4% reporting
59.4% of seniors. Lifetime tobacco use is use of LSD in their lifetime. A total of
down 11.9 percentage points from 1980 12.4% of seniors reported use of
Introduction

Figure 13. Lifetime Drug Use Among Twelfth Graders, 1980 - 1996
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amphetamines. Lifetime use of other
psychedelics increased from 7.7% in 1994
to 15.8% in 1996.
Lifetime use of
tranquilizers increased from 7.4% in 1994
to 14.8% in 1996. Lifetime usage levels for
the four other drug types included in the
survey range from 2.2% to 9.8% of twelfth
grade respondents. See Figure 13.

remained fairly stable since 1994 with
41.8% of seniors reporting recent use.
Recent use of marijuana was reported by
30.8% of seniors, which is the highest level
of recent use reported since 1984. Recent
LSD use among seniors remains virtually
unchanged from 1994, with 9.9% reporting
recent LSD use. Recent inhalant use was
reported by 2.9% of seniors. This is the
Frequency of Recent Drug Use
lowest level of recent use reported by
seniors since 1990. Cocaine use among
There is virtually no difference in alcohol seniors has increased slightly since 1994,
use by twelfth graders compared to 1994, with 3.5% reporting cocaine use within the
with 61.4% reporting alcohol use in the past 30 days.
Recent use of other
past 30 days. However, recent alcohol use psychedelics has increased from 3.2% in
among seniors has decreased 16.8 1994 to 6.6% in 1996. Recent use of
percentage points since reporting began in tranquilizers increased from 3.4% in 1994
1980. Recent use of tobacco has also to 8.6% in 1996. Additionally, six percent of

I
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Figure 14. Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Among Twelfth Graders, 1980- 1996
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-twelfth
graders
reported
recent LSD is easy to get, a 5.4 percentage point
amphetamine use. Recent usage levels reduction since 1994; and 23.1% reported
for the four other drug types range from 0.8 that cocaine is easy to get, a three
to 4.7% of twelfth grade respondents. See percentage point reduction since 1994.
Figure 14. (Note: Figures here indicate See Figure 15.
ANY use within the past 30 days.)
Locations of Alcohol Use
Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol
Students were asked where, among five
Students were queried with regard to their locations, students their age are likely to
ease of access to alcohol and five other drink alcohol. Among twelfth graders,
drug types. Among twelfth graders, 97.1% indicated that a party is the most
92.2% reported that cigarettes are easy to likely location for alcohol use among
get; 85.6% reported that alcohol is easy to students in their age group; 91.6%
get, a 4.6 percentage point reduction since reported that alcohol use may occur at a
1994; 73.2% reported that marijuana is friend's home; 71.2% indicated that alcohol
easy to get; 70% reported that inhalants use may occur at other locations; 64.2%
are easy to get; 35.8% reported that reported that alcohol use may occur in a
Figure 15. Accessibility of Alcohol and Other Drugs, Twelfth Graders, 1994 - 1996
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car; 63.8% reported that drinking may
occur at home; and 24.8% stated that
drinking may occur on school grounds.
Drug/Alcohol Use and Motor Vehicles

Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had been a
passenger in a vehicle when the driver
was under the influence of drugs or
alcohol. A total of 70.4% of twelfth
graders reported having been a
passenger in a vehicle driven by an
intoxicated driver at some time in their
lifetime; 53.9% reported they had been
driven by an impaired driver within the
past 12 months; and 33.2% reported this
situation occurring within the past 30
days. See Figure 16 (on page 23).
Students were asked on how many
occasions (if any) they had driven a
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol. Among twelfth graders, 42.6%
reported having driven while under the
influence of alcohol at some time in their
lifetime; 34.6% reported driving under the
influence of alcohol in the past 12
months; and 19.4% reported driving
under the influence of alcohol in the past
30 days. See Figure 17 (on page 24).
Knowledge of Drug Abuse

The survey contained 13 questions
regarding drugs and the consequences of
drug use. A total of 1,467 twelfth graders
answered all 13 questions. Among these
twelfth graders, 12.3% answered all 13
questions correctly; and 82.3% scored
77% or better by answering ten or more
of the questions correctly.
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Figure 16.

Passenger with an Intoxicated Driver, Eighth and Twelfth Grades,
1984 - 1996
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SUMMARY
>

Riding in a vehicle while the driver was intoxicated was reported by 70.4% of
seniors which is virtually unchanged from 1994 figures .

>

Riding in a vehicle while the driver was intoxicated was reported by 57.2% of eighth
graders which is virtually unchanged from 1994 figures .

23

- -- ---

•
•

------------------------------------------.

Figure 17. Driving While Intoxicated, Eighth and Twelfth Grades, 1984 - 1996
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Driving While Intoxicated
SUMMARY
>

Driving a vehicle while intoxicated was reported by 42.6% of twelfth graders and
13.5% of eighth graders.

>

While the 12th grade intoxicated driving level is lower than the level reported in
1984, a substantial proportion of twelfth graders reported driving while intoxicated.
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Chapter 3
Comparison of Drug and Alcohol Use Between Grades
ALCOHOL
•

•

•

five or more drinks in a row at least
once in the past two weeks. A
total of 2% of eighth graders, 2.7%
of tenth graders and 4% of seniors
reported daily binge drinking. See
Table 1 and Figure 20 (on page
28).

Lifetime alcohol use declined 6.8
percentage points for fifth and 11 .5
percentage points for sixth graders
from 1994 figures .
Lifetime
alcohol use remained virtually
unchanged from 1994 figures for
eighth, tenth and twelfth graders.
Lifetime alcohol use was reported
by 35% of fifth graders, 41.9% of
sixth graders, 61.2% of eighth
graders, 71.2% of tenth graders
and 78.1% of twelfth graders.
Recent alcohol use declined 4.1
percentage points among fifth
graders and 6.8 percentage points
among sixth graders from 1994
figures. Recent alcohol use has
remained virtually unchanged from
1994 figures for eighth, tenth and
twelfth graders. Recent alcohol
use was reported by 11 .4% of fifth
graders, 15.7% of sixth graders,
43.9% of eighth graders, 52.7% of
tenth graders and 61.4% of twelfth
graders. See Figure 18 (on page
27). Recent alcohol use is at its
highest level among eighth
graders since reporting began in
1984. Recent alcohol use among
seniors has decreased 16.8
percentage points since reporting
began in 1980. See Figure 19 (on
page 27).
A total of 26.6% of eighth graders,
32.6% of tenth graders and 42.1%
of seniors reported that they had
25

•

Riding in a vehicle with an
intoxicated driver was reported by
33 .9% of fifth graders, 36.6% of
sixth graders, 57.2% of eighth
graders, 64.9% of tenth graders
and 70.4% of twelfth graders. See
Figure 21 (on page 29). The
number of eighth graders who
reported riding in a vehicle with an
intoxicated driver remains virtually
unchanged since 1994. The
number of twelfth graders who
reported riding in a vehicle with an
intoxicated driver is 8.1 percentage
points lower than the 1984 figure .
See Figure 16 (on page 23) .

•

A total of 13.5% percent of eighth
graders, 17.6% of tenth graders
and 42.6% of twelfth graders
reported having driven a vehicle
while under the influence of
alcohol. See Figure 22 (on page
29). The number of eighth and
twelfth graders who report driving
while intoxicated remains virtually
unchanged from 1994 figures.
See Figure 17 (on page 24).

•

Nearly 30 percent of fifth graders,
34.3% of sixth graders, 66.2% of
eighth graders, 79.5% of tenth

graders and 85.6% of twelfth
graders reported that alcohol is
easy to obtain. This represents a
decline in perceived availability of
alcohol among all grade levels
from 1994 figures .
ALCOHOL USE SUMMARY

•

•

I

II

Alcohol remains the drug of choice
for students in Pinellas County,
with recent use reported in all
grades surveyed ranging from
11 .4% in grade five to 61.4% in
grade twelve. See Figure 18 (on
page 27).
Alcohol use for twelfth graders has
stabilized at the same approximate
rate since 1990 with slightly more
than 60% of twelfth graders
reporting recent use. Lifetime use
among eighth graders has
remained relatively stable (with
approximately two-thirds of these
students reporting lifetime use).
Recent use reported by eighth
graders is virtually unchanged
since 1994. See Figure 19 (on
page 27).
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--Figure 18.

Recent Alcohol Use Among Fifth , Sixth , Eighth , Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996
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Figure 19. Recent Alcohol Use Among Eighth and Twelfth Graders, 1980 - 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
Pinellas County Schools
Have You Used ALCOHOL Within the Last 30 Days?
-en
Q)

100

?Ol

c
'0
c
0
a.
en
Q)

a:::
en
'E
Q)
"0
:::I

-

80
60
40

Ci5
0

'E
Q)
~

Q)

a..

20
0
1980

1984

1990

1992

1994

1996

~~ Twelfth Grade • Eighth Grade

27

I

•I

I
I
I
I
I

Eighth, tenth and twelfth graders were
asked how many times they had five or
more drinks in a row during the past two
weeks. As can be seen in Table 1 and
Figure 20 below, 26.6% of eighth graders,
32.6% of tenth graders and 42.1% of
seniors indicated that they had five or more

Table 1. Self-Reported Binge Drinking Among Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth Graders, 1996

I

GRADE

NONE

ONCE

TWICE

3-5
TIMES

6-9
TIMES

10+
TIMES

EIGHTH

73.4%

10.2%

7.1%

5.4%

1.9%

2.0%

TENTH

67.4%

12.5%

7.4%

7.4%

2.7%

2.7%

TWELFTH

57.9%

12.5%

9.2%

12.8%

3.6%

4.0%

I

Figure 20.
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drinks in a row at least once in the past two
weeks. Two percent of eighth graders,
2.7% of tenth graders and four percent of
seniors reported daily binge drinking .
There is virtually no difference between
these figures and those reported in 1994.

Self-Reported Binge Drinking Among Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
Pinellas County Schools
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Passenger with an Intoxicated Driver, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and
Twelfth Grades, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
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Figure 22. Driving While Intoxicated, Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth Grades, 1996
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Students were asked to identify where surveyed was at the home of a friend .
among six locations they believe students Over 90% of all tenth and twelfth graders
their age drink alcohol. Figure 23 shows indicated that alcohol consumption may
that the majority of students in all grades occur at the home of a friend. The third
surveyed felt that a party is the most likely most likely location that students in all
place for alcohol consumption to occur. grades identified as one where alcohol
Over 90% of all eighth, tenth and twelfth consumption may take place is at an
graders reported that students their age "other" location.
For all grades, the
may drink alcohol at a party. The second location indicated as the least likely for
most likely place for alcohol consumption alcohol consumption to occur was at
identified by students in all grade levels school.

Figure 23.

Where Respondents Believe Students Their Age Are Likely to Drink Alcohol,
Fifth Through Twelfth Grades, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
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level since reporting began in
1980. See Figure 25 (on page
32).

TOBACCO
•

•

A total of 13.3% of fifth graders,
24.8% of sixth graders, 48.2% of
eighth graders, 55.3% of tenth
graders and 59.4% of twelfth
graders reported having tried
tobacco products at some time
during their lives. Between 1994
and 1996, lifetime tobacco use
remained virtually unchanged for
eighth . graders, declined 2.1
percentage points among fifth
graders and 4.2 percentage points
among
sixth
graders,
and
increased 2.7 percentage points
among tenth graders and 3.8
percentage points among seniors.

•

Recent tobacco use was reported
by 4.2% of fifth graders, 11.2% of
sixth graders, 34.1% of eighth
graders, 38.5% of tenth graders
and 41 .8% of twelfth graders. See
Figure 24 (on page 32). Between
1994 and 1996, recent use of
tobacco has declined three
percentage points among sixth
graders,
remained
virtually
unchanged among fifth and eighth
graders, and increased 2.2
percentage points among tenth
graders and 3.8 percentage points
among twelfth graders. Recent
tobacco use among eighth
graders,
although
virtually
unchanged between 1994 and
1996, is at its highest level since
reporting began in 1984. See
Figure 25 (on page 32) . For
twelfth graders, recent use of
tobacco products it at its highest

A total of 35.3% of fifth graders,
41% of sixth graders, 74.3% of
eighth graders, 84.7% of tenth
graders and 92.2% of twelfth
graders reported that cigarettes
are easy to obtain.
This
represents a decline in the
of
perceived
accessibility
cigarettes among fifth and sixth
graders from 1994 figures. The
perceived
accessibility
of
cigarettes among older students
remains virtually unchanged from
1994 figures.

TOBACCO USE SUMMARY
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•

Recent use of tobacco was
reported in all grades surveyed
with sixth grade rates more than
double those reported by fifth
graders and eighth grade rates
more than triple those of sixth
graders. See Figure 24 (on page
32).

•

Recent tobacco use has shown a
gradual increase for twelfth
graders since 1984 and for eighth
graders since 1990. See Figure
25 (on page 32).
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Figure 24.

Recent Tobacco Use Among Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996
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Recent Tobacco Use Among Eighth and Twelfth Graders, 1980 1996
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1996
Eighth Grade
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INHALANTS
•

among sixth graders and a 7.9
percentage point increase in
perceived accessibility of inhalants
among eighth graders.

Over 14% of fifth graders, 19.8%
of sixth graders, 25.3% of eighth
graders, 16.6% of tenth graders
and 12.2% of twelfth graders
reported using inhalants during
their lifetime. Between 1994 and
1996, there was a 2.9 percentage
point reduction in lifetime use
among fifth graders and a 7.3
percentage point reduction in
lifetime use among sixth graders
with upper grades virtually
unchanged.

•

Recent inhalant use was reported
by 7% of fifth graders, 8.3% of
sixth graders, 16.8% of eighth
graders, 7.8% of tenth graders and
2.9% of twelfth graders. See
Figure 26 (on page 34). Recent
inhalant use decreased 4.7
percentage points among sixth
graders between 1994 and 1996
with
other grades
virtually
unchanged. The percent of eighth
graders reporting recent inhalant
use is more than double the 1992
reported use rate. See Figure 27
(on page 34). Reported recent
use of inhalants is at its lowest
level for seniors since 1990. See
Figure 27 (on page 34) .

•

A total of 53.3% of fifth graders,
51.4% of sixth graders, 77% of
eighth graders, 75.6% of tenth
graders and 70% of twelfth
graders reported that inhalants are
easy to obtain. This represents a
15.4 percentage point reduction in
perceived accessibility of inhalants

INHALANT USE SUMMARY
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•

Inhalant use was reported by all
grades surveyed, with eighth
graders reporting a higher rate of
recent use than students in other
grades. The recent use rate
among eighth graders is more than
double that of any other grade
surveyed. See Figure 26 (on page
34).

•

Reported recent use of inhalants
by eighth graders has more than
doubled since 1992. See Figure
27 (on page 34). The rate of
reported recent use in eighth
grade is of particular concern as is
evidence of early experimentation
in elementary school.

I

Figure 26.

Recent Inhalant Use Among Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996
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MARIJUANA

•

MARIJUANA USE SUMMARY
Lifetime marijuana use was
reported by 1.5% of fifth graders,
6.9% of sixth graders, 33.6% of
eighth graders, 47.8% of tenth
graders and 53.1% of twelfth
graders. While lifetime use rates
among fifth and sixth graders were
virtually unchanged between 1994
and 1996, lifetime use increased
7.3 percentage points among
eighth graders, 6.2 percentage
points among tenth graders and
5.8 percentage points among
twelfth graders.

•

Recent marijuana use was
reported by 0.5% of fifth graders,
3.5% of sixth graders, 22.8% of
eighth graders, 29.2% of tenth
graders and 30.8% of twelfth
graders. See Figure 28 (on page
36). Recent use of marijuana has
more than doubled among eighth
graders since 1992. See Figure
29 (on page 36). Among twelfth
graders, recent use of marijuana is
at its highest level since 1984.
See Figure 29 (on page 36).

•

Nearly nine percent of fifth
graders, 13.6% of sixth graders,
52.5% of eighth graders, 72.6% of
tenth graders and 73.2% of twelfth
graders reported that marijuana is
easy to obtain.
Perceived
accessibility of marijuana has
decreased among fifth and sixth
graders, increased slightly among
eighth and tenth graders and was
virtually unchanged among twelfth
graders from 1994 figures.
35

•

Recent use of marijuana was
reported by over 30% of twelfth
graders, nearly 30% of tenth
graders and over 20% of eighth
graders. Fifth and sixth grade
respondents reported very little
recent use. The middle school
years appear to be the time of
beginning experimentation with
marijuana. See Figure 28 (on
page 36).

•

Recent marijuana use has shown
a steady increase among eighth
and twelfth grade respondents
since 1990 with eighth grade
recent use showing a large
increase since 1992. See Figure
29 (on page 36).

I
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Figure 28.

Recent Marijuana Use Among Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
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Recent Marijuana Use Among Eighth and Twelfth Graders, 1980 1996
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COCAINE

•

reduction in perceived availability
of cocaine from 1994 figures.

Lifetime use of cocaine was
reported by 0.4% of fifth graders,
1.4% of sixth graders, 3.5% of
eighth graders, 6.7% of tenth
graders and 8.6% of twelfth
graders.
While lower grades
remained relatively stable in
reported lifetime use of cocaine
between 1994 and 1996, there
was a 2.5 percentage point
increase in cocaine use among
tenth
graders and a 3.2
percentage point increase in
cocaine use among twelfth
graders.

•

Recent use of cocaine was
reported by 0.2% of fifth graders,
0.6% of sixth graders, 1.6% of
eighth graders, 2.9% of tenth
graders and 3.5% of twelfth
graders. See Figure 30 (on page
38). Recent use of cocaine has
remained virtually unchanged
since 1994 among all grades
surveyed. Recent cocaine use
among eighth graders has
remained virtually unchanged
since reporting began in 1984.
See Figure 31 (on page 38).
Recent use of cocaine among
twelfth graders has increased two
percentage points since 1990.
See Figure 31 (on page 38).

•

Slightly more than seven percent
of fifth graders, 7.7% of sixth
graders, 15.8% of eighth graders,
22.7% of tenth graders and 23.1%
of twelfth graders indicated that
cocaine was easy to obtain. For
all grades surveyed, this is a slight

COCAINE USE SUMMARY

•
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Recent cocaine use was reported
at very low levels for all grades
surveyed, with higher grades
reporting higher rates of recent
use. The number of students
reporting recent cocaine use,
however, accounts for only 1.4%
of all students surveyed.
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Figure 30.

Recent Cocaine Use Among Fifth, Sixth , Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
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Recent Cocaine Use Among Eighth and Twelfth Graders, 1980-1996
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LSD
•

among fifth, sixth and twelfth
graders.
Lifetime use of LSD was reported
by 0.4% of fifth graders, 1.3% of
sixth graders, 8.8% of eighth
graders, 17.9% of tenth graders
and 22.4% of twelfth graders.
While lifetime use rates were
virtually unchanged among fifth
and sixth graders between 1994
and 1996, there was a 2.3
percentage point increase among
eighth graders, 4.5 percentage
point increase among tenth
graders and a 3.5 percentage
point increase among twelfth
graders.

•

Recent use of LSD was reported
by 0.1% of fifth graders, 0.4% of
sixth graders, 4.8% of eighth
graders, 9.1% of tenth graders and
9.9% of twelfth graders.
See
Figure 32 (on page 40). Recent
use of LSD remains virtually
unchanged since 1994 among all
grade levels. Recent use of LSD
among eighth graders has
increased
by
nearly
two
percentage points since 1992.
See Figure 33 (on page 40).
Among twelfth graders, recent use
of LSD is more than double the
rate reported in 1992. See Figure
33 (on page 40).

•

A total of 5.5% of fifth graders,
6.5% of sixth graders, 20.3% of
eighth graders, 33.8% of tenth
graders and 35.8% of twelfth
graders indicated that LSD was
easy to obtain. This represents a
reduction in perceived availability

LSD USE SUMMARY
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•

Fifth and sixth graders reported
little use of LSD. Experimentation
with LSD appears to begin in
higher grades.

•

Recent LSD use has shown a
steady increase for both eighth
and twelfth grade respondents
since 1990 with twelfth grade
recent use having more than
doubled since 1992 (from 4.8% to
9.9%). See Figure 33 (on page
40).
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Figure 32.

Recent LSD Use Among Fifth, Sixth , Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Graders, 1996

Drug Prevalence Survey
Pinellas County Schools
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Figure 33.

Recent LSD Use Among Eighth and Twelfth Graders, 1980 - 1996
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AMPHETAMINES
•

•

tenth graders and 6.6% of twelfth
graders . Recent use of other
psychedelics
has
remained
virtually unchanged since 1994 for
fifth, sixth and eighth graders.
However, since 1994 recent use of
other psychedelics has nearly
doubled for tenth graders and are
slightly more than double for
twelfth graders.

Lifetime use of amphetamines was
reported by 0.4% of fifth graders,
1.4% of sixth graders, 8.2% of
eighth graders, 13% of tenth
graders and 12.4% of twelfth
graders. While tenth and twelfth
graders reported slightly higher
lifetime use rates than did tenth
and twelfth graders in 1994,
lifetime use rates in lower grades
remain virtually unchanged.

TRANQUILIZERS

Recent use of amphetamines was
reported by 0.2% of fifth graders,
0.4% of sixth graders, 5.9% of
eighth graders, 7.8% of tenth
graders and 6% of twelfth graders.
Recent use of amphetamines is
virtually unchanged from 1994 for
all grades surveyed.

•

Lifetime use of tranquilizers was
reported by 0.7% of fifth graders,
1.3% of sixth graders, 5.7% of
eighth graders, 12.6% of tenth
graders and 14.8% of twelfth
graders. Since 1994, lifetime use
of tranquilizers has remained
relatively stable for fifth , sixth and
eighth graders. However, lifetime
use has almost doubled among
tenth graders and has doubled
among seniors since 1994.

•

Recent use of tranquilizers was
reported by 0.2% of fifth graders,
0.3% of sixth graders, 4.2% of
eighth graders, 8.2% of tenth
graders and 8.6% of twelfth
graders. While recent use among
fifth and sixth graders remains
virtually unchanged since 1994,
recent use has nearly doubled
among eighth graders, and more
than doubled among tenth and
twelfth graders.

OTHER PSYCHEDELICS

•

Lifetime use of other psychedelics
was reported by 0.5% of fifth
graders, 1.8% of sixth graders,
7.1% of eighth graders, 12.3% of
tenth graders and 15.8% of twelfth
graders. Lifetime use rates for
fifth, sixth and eighth graders have
remained virtually unchanged
since 1994. However, since 1994,
lifetime use rates have nearly
doubled among tenth graders and
are slightly more than double for
twelfth graders.

•

Recent use of other psychedelics
was reported by 0.2% of fifth
graders, 0.5% of sixth graders,
4.8% of eighth graders, 6.7% of
41
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Chapter 4
Comparison to National Data

It is important to note, national statistics
are averages over all types of population
centers. Therefore, they may underestimate the true levels of use typically
found in urban areas National data that
summarize only comparable urban centers
such as Pinellas County are not available,
so one cannot state how Pinellas County
would rank against those similar areas. In
addition, the Pinellas County data are only
for students in public schools and do not
include the approximately 20% of students
enrolled in private schools or home school.

1995 (most recent data available) national
survey in lifetime drug and alcohol use and
drug and alcohol use within the last 30
days. Results are displayed in Tables 2
through 7. As can be seen in Tables 2 and
3, lifetime alcohol use and alcohol use
within the last 30 days was considerably
higher for eighth grader respondents from
Pinellas County than for eighth graders
who participated in the national study.
Lifetime use and use within the last 30
days of inhalants, marijuana and LSD were
significantly higher for eighth graders from
Pinellas County than for eighth grade
Comparisons were made between eighth, students who participated in the national
tenth
and
twelfth
grade
survey study. Use of tobacco in the last 30 days
respondents from Pinellas County Schools was significantly higher for Pinellas County
and eighth, tenth and twelfth graders who eighth graders than for eighth graders in
participated in the 1995 (participated in the the national study.

I

I

Table 2.
Comparison of Lifetime Drug Use Between Pinellas County Eighth Graders
. - - - - -1•9•9•6•a•n•d National Sample of Eighth Graders Surveyed in 1995

I

- - - - - - - L..
IFETIME PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS
DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

54.5

61.2

+6.7**

INHALANTS

21 .6

25.3

+3.7**

MARIJUANA

19.9

33.6

+13.7**

LSD

4.4

8.8

+4.4**

COCAINE

4.2

3.5

-0.7

TOBACCO

46.4

48.2

+1.8

**

=statistically significant where p<.OS
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Table 3. Comparison of Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Between Pinellas County
Eighth Graders 1996 and National Sample of Eighth Graders Surveyed in 1995
THIRTY-DAY PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS

DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

24.6

43.9

+19.3**

INHALANTS

6.1

16.8

+10.7**

MARIJUANA

9.1

22.8

+13.7**

1.4

4.8

+3.4**

LSD
COCAINE

1.2

1.6

+0.4

TOBACCO

19.1

34.1

+15.0**

**

=statistically significant where p<.05

Tables 4 and 5 shows that less tenth grade national study. There were statistically
respondents from Pinellas County Schools significantly differences between the two
reported lifetime inhalant and tobacco use groups in lifetime use and recent use of
than was reported by tenth graders who marijuana and LSD, with more tenth
participated in the national survey. graders from Pinellas County reporting use
However, recent use of inhalants and of these drugs. Recent use of alcohol was
tobacco was higher among tenth grade reported by more Pinellas County tenth
students from Pinellas County compared to graders than tenth graders who
tenth graders who participated in the participated in the national study.
Table 4.

Comparison of Lifetime Drug Use Between Pinellas County Tenth Graders
1996 and National Sample of Tenth Graders Surveyed in 1995
LIFETIME PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS

DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

70.5

71.2

+0.7

INHALANTS

19.0

16.6

-2.4**

MARIJUANA

34.1

47.8

+13.7**

LSD

8.4

17.9

+9.5**

COCAINE

5.0

6.7

+1.7

TOBACCO

57.6

55.3

-2.3

..
** = stat1st1cally s1gmf1cant where p<.05
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Table 5. Comparison of Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Between Pinellas County Tenth
Graders 1996 and National Sample of Tenth Graders Surveyed in 1995
THIRTY-DAY PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS

DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

38.8

52.7

+13.9**

INHALANTS

3.5

7.8

+4.3**

MARIJUANA

17.2

29.2

+12.0**

LSD

3.0

9.1

+6.1**

COCAINE

1.7

2.9

+1.2

TOBACCO

27.9

38.5

+10.6**

**

=statistically significant where p<.05

Among seniors, as can be seen in Tables
6 and 7, statistically significant differences
between Pinellas County seniors and
seniors who participated in the national
survey were found in lifetime use and
recent use of marijuana and LSD, with
more Pinellas County twelfth grade
students reporting use of these drugs.
Table 6.

Seniors in the national study were more
likely to report lifetime use of alcohol,
inhalants and tobacco than were Pinellas
County seniors. However, recent use of
alcohol and tobacco was significantly
higher among Pinellas County seniors than
seniors who participated in the national
survey.

Comparison of Lifetime Drug Use Between Pinellas County Senior Class
1996 and National High School Senior Survey 1995
LIFETIME PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS

DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

80.7

78.1

-2.6

INHALANTS

17.4

12.2

-5.2**

MARIJUANA

41.7

53.1

+11.4**

LSD

11.7

22.4

+1 0.7**

COCAINE

6.0

8.6

+1.6

TOBACCO

64.2

59.4

-4.8**

** =statistically significant where p<.OS
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Table 7.

Comparison of Drug Use Within the Last 30 Days Between Pinellas County
Senior Class 1996 and National High School Senior Survey 1995
THIRTY-DAY PREVALENCE OF VARIOUS DRUGS

DRUG

NATIONAL

PINELLAS

DIFFERENCE

ALCOHOL

51.3

61.4

+1 0.1 **

INHALANTS

3.2

2.9

-0.3

MARIJUANA

21.2

30.8

+9.6**

LSD

4.0

9.9

+5.9**

COCAINE

1.8

3.5

+1.7

TOBACCO

33.5

41 .8

+8.3**

** = statistically significant where p<.05
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Chapter 5
Conclusions and Recommendations
Conclusions

larger proportion of eighth grade students
than tenth and twelfth graders. This
finding was also evident for reported rates
of lifetime use for these drug types.

The decreases in lifetime use and recent
use of alcohol and other drugs among
fifth and sixth graders compared to 1994
figures are encouraging. The decline in
the perceived accessibility to alcohol and
other drugs by these young students
since 1994 is also noteworthy.

Inhalants were identified as the most
easily accessible drug among fifth, sixth
Alcohol and
and eighth graders.
cigarettes were identified as the most
readily accessible drugs among students
in higher grades. Nearly four times as
many eighth graders compared to sixth
graders reported that marijuana is easy to
get. Tenth graders were nearly one and
a half times more likely than eighth
graders to report that marijuana is easy to
get.

Compared to previous years, increases in
lifetime use and use within the last 30
days of marijuana were reported by
eighth, tenth and twelfth graders. Tenth
graders also reported increases in recent
use of tobacco, LSD, other psychedelics
and tranquilizers.
Nationally, researchers have found that
use of some drugs by students has
Since the 1993 survey,
increased.
researchers at the University of
Michigan's Institute on Social Research
have found increases in LSD and
marijuana use among twelfth graders and
increased marijuana and inhalant use
among eighth graders.
They found
virtually no change in cocaine use for
either grade. They also found higher
rates of recent inhalant use among eighth
graders than tenth and twelfth graders.
Local findings mirror these results.

The majority of students in all grades
surveyed indicated that they believe
alcohol consumption among students
their age most often occurs at parties and
friend's homes. As can be seen in Figure
34, as grade level increases, the belief
that parties and friend's homes are likely
locations for alcohol use increases.
It is important to note that while there is
concern about the findings, many Pinellas
County students are not currently using
drugs or alcohol. Of those students who
participated in the survey, 55% reported
no drug or alcohol use in the past 30
days. A total of 82.3% of fifth graders,
75.8% of sixth graders, 45.1% of eighth
graders, 37.9% of tenth graders and
31.5% of twelfth graders reported no drug
or alcohol use with the past 30 days.

An important finding with regard to drug
and/or alcohol use is that as grade level
increases, reported rates of use for the
most commonly reported drugs (alcohol,
tobacco, marijuana and inhalants)
increases with the exception of inhalants.
Recent inhalant use was reported by a
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Figure 34.

Locations Where Students Believe Students Their Age May Drink Alcohol for
All Grades Surveyed, 1996
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Twelfth Grade

Recommendations
Frequency of Drug Use

Reported frequent use of inhalants, in
1996, by eighth graders has more than
doubled since 1992. Although it is slightly
lower among eighth graders than in 1994,
it remains high, with 17% of eighth graders
reporting use in the 30 days prior to the
survey. Frequency of the use of marijuana,
LSD, alcohol and tobacco has increased
steadily since 1990 among twelfth graders.

•

Intensify the focus on marijuana,
LSD, alcohol and tobacco in
prevention curriculum.

•

Advocate for the provision of age
appropriate
early
intervention
programs for students in the early
stages of experimentation.

•

Educate parents with regard to the
signs and symptoms of substance
abuse.

Advocate for improved enforcement
of existing drug, tobacco and
alcohol laws.

•

Enforce laws which discourage
sales to minors.

•

community-wide
Encourage
initiatives to increase prevention
opportunities
and
positive
alternatives.

Locations of Alcohol Use

Emphasize
inhalant
abuse
information in elementary and
middle school curricula.

•

•

The most frequent location students
identified as one where students their age
may consume alcohol was at a party. A
total of 48% of eighth graders, 60% of
tenth graders and 64% of twelfth graders
indicated that students their age may drink
at home. More than a third of fifth graders
and sixth graders reported that students
their age may drink alcohol at "other"
locations. Over half of eighth graders and
more than two-thirds of tenth and twelfth
graders identified "other'' locations as sites
where students their age may drink
alcohol.

Ease of Access to Drugs/Alcohol

Between 1994 and 1996, the ease at which
students in all grades surveyed are able to
access alcohol and other drugs has
decreased somewhat.
However, the
majority of students reported easy access
to inhalants, alcohol and cigarettes. Fifth
and sixth graders reported the greatest
difficulty in obtaining cigarettes in 1996.

48

•

Advocate for adults to take an active
supervisory role regarding children's
and adolescent's parties and not to
tolerate alcohol use or provide
alcoholic beverages to youth.

•

Expand
activities
for
youth,
especially during the middle school
years, when use appears to
increase at all location types.

.....,
----~--

Motor Vehicles and Drug/Alcohol Use

education in late elementary and
middle school years.

Over 60% of tenth and twelfth graders
reported that students their age may use
alcohol in cars. More than 40% of twelfth
graders reported having driven a motor
vehicle while intoxicated. Nearly 60% of
eighth graders, nearly 65% of tenth graders
and slightly more than 70% of twelfth
graders reported riding in a motor vehicle
with an intoxicated driver at some time
during their lifetime. This situation has
increased for eighth and twelfth graders
Such behavior places
since 1990.
numerous youth at risk for injury and early
death.
•

•

•

Other Areas of Consideration

Advocate for an increase in
information
regarding
the
consequences of drinking and
driving in the driver education
programs and other classroom and
school-wide settings, including
Students Against Drunk Driving .
Advocate for an increase in DUI
enforcement and in the DUI penalty
for having a minor in the car at the
time of a DUI citation.

•

Make results available to the
community,
including
School
Advisory Councils, Neighborhood
Family
Centers,
Community
Councils and other community
centers. Results should also be
distributed
to
area
youth
organizations including sports clubs,
scouts, YMCAs and the YWCA, and
church groups. Copies should be
placed in public and school libraries.

•

Investigate community and school
protective factors associated with
low use.

•

Encourage collaboration between
schools and community programs to
provide support for intervention to
students experiencing alcohol or
other drug problems.

•

Increase appropriate alternative
programs
for
students
recommended for expulsion for
violation of the drug/alcohol policy.

•

Provide follow-up for students
returning to the regular school
setting after reassignment to
alternative
programs
for
drug/alcohol violations.

Knowledge of Drug Abuse

Only 38% of eighth graders who answered
all knowledge questions scored 77% or
higher on the knowledge section of the
survey, with less than 1% responding
correctly to all knowledge questions.
Approximately three out of four of the fifth ,
sixth, tenth and twelfth graders who
answered all knowledge questions scored
above 75%.
•

Conduct focus groups to determine
where students, particularly fifth and
sixth graders, receive their drug
information.

Increase the intensity and amount of
community-wide drug and health
49
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Appendix A
Pinellas County Student Survey
For Fifth and Sixth Graders
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0 Female

!-1.) ~ ~ .~

'Q:;~j

I

====== =

SEX

SPECIAL

~~---

____,

Use No.2 pencil ONLY to complete t:-J1s f,;rn'
Make dark marks that fill the ovals you w.,.,, ·o '""'rlrk
Erase cleanly any answer you w;1r11 l ·j ~ •' ·tn.:J<Make no stray marks on this form.
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HOME
ZIP CODE

__
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Students your age are likely to drink alcohol:
YES

I

at home
at a fnend's home
at a party
3t school
in a car
o th er

IIi!

l,,!
lj

!I

II

!;:::lf=I==A=r=e=y=o=u=c=u=r=re=n==t=ly=i==
n==vo=lv=e=d=in=a=n=y=o=f=t=h=e= = . ----

DON'T
KNOW

NO

following: (Mark all that apply}

0

0 Girl ScOt.; ;~ . S . . ~..·. ·.. :s
0 Organ1zeo s:;c -,, C<i5t::::.J

=·

===============~==.::-:;-.·-=·=:.:=.:...==--

- = = = = =;=:==···=-·= ··==-=-·-===---....:....=.;_= -=

II

·

40+

On how many occas1ons (If any)

- '- ---,

Youtl"l c lubto rg:, · -~ - ' :
-=.:: Other ISCr>CC' ~· u:: ·
''.:) Church group:;

==:::::=:=========~===
-~

II

20-39 :

IN YOUR LIFETIME

10-19

have you used ...

· • :C '1>:-

.'::

C"'

• • : ~; .

.: ----=--..__ ,,..._- -

.... ·- ·:· ..:.·.·· -;. · . .. ·_;_.-:.:.: :..

:

. :._- ·..... -·

On how many occas1ons (if any)
20-39
IN THE PAST 30 DAYS
10-19
have you used
-------.

!

6-9

6- 9
] .. 5

J-5

1-2

' -2

I

()

l)
a. manjuana or h:1sh1sh

3.

I· ~.· ~~h~;:c~~~hedel1cs (PCP. MDMA.
'"ecstasy ·. mescaline. oeyote.
mushrooms. ·· Angel rrumpets "")

==·:::)

lj d. cocaine (crack. etc.)
e. amphetammes (uppers)
j: f. barbiturate s (downers. reds.
'I
blues, goofballs. etc.)
I,
Jl g. tranqu111zers (Valium. Librium.
11
Miltown. '"Aoof1es'". etc.l
;J h. heroin (smack. horse)
i. other narcotics (codeme. op1um.
methadone. etc.)
1
! j. sniffed glue or breathed the
·:
contents of spray ca:1s or gases
:I
II k. alcoholic beverages lbeer. wine .
wine coolers. liquor)
I. tobacco products (c1garettes.
chewing tobacco. snuff, etc.)
m. stero1ds

II

.

11

••

•

~.

,,,

man,uana or :--tasr.1sr
b. LSD (ac1d)
c. other psychedelics (PCP MDMA.
-- ecstasy ·. mescaline. peyote.
mushrooms. "Ange: TrL..mpets'")
d. cocaine (crack. etc.J

- :: "::) 0

-.

..::

...

_ ... :"'· ·:

e. amphetam1nes (:.Jppers 1
f. barbiturates (downers. reds.
·i
blues. goofballs, etc. \
g . tranquilizers (Valium. Librium.
M iltown. '" Aoof1es ·. ~tc. 1
· h. heroin (smack. 'lorse)
i. other narcotiCS \CCdetne. opium.
methadone. etc .)
j. sniffed glue or breathed the
contents of spray cans or gases
k. alcoholic beverages !beer. wine.
wme coolers. l1quor'
I. tobacco products lc1garettes.
chewing tobac cc. snuff. et;;.)
m. stero1ds
,:). ,, . .. '
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Or' h r.·.
(if an ;• ~ ,h ., 1 •J e •2 ' ;r·t>'
a PASSENGER •n ) .,
motorcycle . o r 'Ye O(>: · ~
when the drtve r h a s
been ...J ' d P( 'h r~ """'fl , ' "' "'· ··· ·
of dru t~..; or alcoho l?
3

-

-

-... '

~

.. o:: •.. •

-- · ·' '

• ••• ~

~ 1·

1

. ,, • ._.:.;l
~-·
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c. du•·--:o the
·as· 3•-' da , ;
. --.-::-:::- . ·;.:- - -

-- -.:-..

m

m y ::ur hfet.ime

-:=. -.=...-:..::.=--== -;· ~-
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-------m ~,I<J f•:-. •:1 •~-
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_: : 1 ~>2 .vay the mrnd works
.:=.:. t11e way the body works
2 the way the mind and body works
:.:J no part of the mind or body

C tgarette smoking has been shown to cause:

How easy IS 1t to get

m

1. Alc c,holtc beve.r::1ge:

The continual need to use any drug is known as: ',

0 withdrawal
0 chemical dependency

(beer. wme. hquor. .; •c.l

2. Cigarettes
3. Man1uana

Owellness
0 heredity

4. LSD
5. Coca1:1e

..

IJI

~====~~=========~======
Weekends
When do you:

D

I

Which of the following drugs are legal for
adults?

:::> marijuana and alcohol

After School

0 marijuana and tobacco

_·ounn~ch<??:
Sefor-?

,;

C alcohol and tobacco

Wee>knights

0 all of the above

~r.h ·) •'J I

Oc.n t U <;'!

use atcc· :-

II]

'
use oth er or~!J1-S~--::--=---==-=-=-..::.. ~.:..:::~ ;~= ~-· ~
·

II

~

)• !lf : . -.
-·

..· .....; -· ..-

-~

,,_

-··

m

Beer, wine, wine coolers, and liquor all co ntain
the drug :

Some of the harmful effects of drinking
alcohol are:

0 increased accidents
0 serious risk of birth defects
0 liver disease
0 all of the above

::_ : .1rbon monoxtde

=

caffeme
:.=: alcohol
-

Which of the following drugs are illegal for
minors to possess, use and/or distribute on
or off school grounds?
::; c1garettes and dip
beer and wtne coo lers
C c1garettes and marijuana
0 all of the above

~-

..: __ ::~-==- -=:.:.... ::;:::::.:::.~_: _ · :. _ - :. . .·: .. - ---

Tl-lC
·==========================================~.

El

Marijuana is an illegal drug that comes from :

- ;:===========

-

--

Chemic alS that affect:

·: ) cancer
2 emphysema
:::J bronchitis
0 all of the above

~====~6~-~l~nh~a~l~a~n~ts~(~g~lu~e~·~g~a~s~o~lt~ne~,~e~t~c~.)===========~
=='~
~
"=~
==~

II

... -

. ::; n!,1•n s

Alcohol is found in which of the following :
-- :nne/ wine coolers
•":luor

q
,!

a person with an education and a job 0
a person with low self-esteem 0
any type of person 0
a person whose parents are chemically dependent 0

= a plant
::: a vegetable
.:= a trurt
:. ':l~"~ _anrmal

~================~~==============~

;I

Chemical dependency can happen to:

m

2.

;,
i!

:.

~l

,,

Abusing drugs can lead to:
a more caring and loving family 0
better grades in school 0
a healthier body 0
individual and family problems 0
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Appendix B
Pinellas County Student Survey
For Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth Graders

..

--

Operation PAR, Inc.
Pinellas County Juvenile Welfare Board
Pinellas County School Board

COOPERATING
AGENCIES

HOME
ZIP CODE

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS

IIII

CORRECT MARK

•

• Use No. 2 pencil ONLY to complete this form.
• Make dark marks that fill the ovals you want to mark.
• Erase cleanly any answer you want to change.
• Make no stray marks on this form.
ETHNIC ORIGIN
O White
OBiack
0 Hispanic
OAsian
0 Mixed
O Other

II

INCORRECT MARKS
r;D~ ~

SEX
0 Female
O Male

r

0 8

0
0
0
0
0
0

NO
0
0
0
0
0
0

DON'T
KNOW

0
0
0
0
0
0

®®®®
<DCD CD CD
CDCVCD CD
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(I)@

(I)Q) @ (I) (I)

(!) (!)

(!) (!)(!) (!)(!)

<I> CD <I> <I>
(!)(!) (!)(!)
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®®
®®

® ® ®®®
®®®®®

®®® ®
® ®®®

-

Cf)(j)

(J)(1)(1) (j)Cf)

Cf) (j)(l)Cf)

-

<D ®

®®®®(])
®®®®®

®®®®
®®® ®

-

On how many occasions
/
Often
(if any) have you ever
/ Occasionally
be en a PASSENGER in a / Once or Twice
car, motorcycle, or
1 Not At All
mo ped when the driver
has been under the
infl uence of drugs or alcohol?
a. i n your lifetime
b. during the last 1 2 months
c. during the last 30 days

Think back over the LAST TWO WEEKS. How
many times have you had five or more drinks
in a row? (A "drink" is a glass of wine or wine
cooler, a bottle of beer, a shot glass of liquor,
or a mixed drink.)
O None
0 1 time
0 2 times

®®®®®
CDCDCDCD CD
CD CDCDCD <Il

®®
CD CD
CDCD

®®

Students your age are likely to drink alcohol:

at home
at a friend 's home
at a party
at school
in a car
other

II

'

On how many occasions
Often
I
(if any) have you d r iven a
/ Occasionally
car, motorcycle, or
/ Once or Twice
moped while under the I
influence of alcohol?

II

a. in your lifetime
b. during the last 1 2 months
c. during the last 30 days

•

000 0
000 0
000 0

®® ®
®®®
®®®
®®®
®®®
®®@

Are you currently involved in any of the
following: (Mark all t hat apply)
0
0
0
0
0

Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts
Organized sports (baseball, karate, etc.)
Youth club/organization
Other (school clubs, etc.) extracurricular activities
Church groups

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA
• • 0 0 0 0 · 0 · 0 ·00 • • 00 0 00000

Tran s-Optic® by NCS EM -154 653-2:654321

000 0
0 000
00 00

How easy is it to get:

1. Alcoholic beverages
(beer, wine, liquor, etc.)
2. Cigarettes
3. Marijuana
4. LSD
5. Cocaine
6 Inhalants (glue I gasoline etc )

0 3-5 times
06-9times
0 10+ times

NotAttl

••

0 12!

II
YES

II

GRADE
010

AHR06 Printed in U.S.A.
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D

On how many occasions (if any)
IN THE PAST 30 DAYS
I
have you used ...

I

I

I

I

,-L/__40...,+

On how many occasions (if any)
IN YOUR LIFETIM E
have you used ...

20-39
1~19
6-9

Q

I

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0000000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0000000

What is it called when you have to use more
and more of a drug in order to get the same
effects from it?

1

a. marijuana or hashish
b. LSD (acid)
c. other psychedelics (PCP, MDMA,
"ecstasy" , mescaline, peyote,
mushrooms, "Angel Trumpets")
d. cocaine (crack, etc.)
e. amphetamines (uppers)
f. barbiturates (downers, reds,
blues, goofballs, etc.)
g. tranquilizers (Valium, Librium,
Miltown, "Roofies", etc.)
h. heroin (smack, horse)
i. other narcotics (codeine, opium,
methadone, etc.)
j. sniffed glue or breathed the
contents of spray cans or gases
k. alcoholic beverages (beer, wine,
wine coolers, liquor)
I. tobacco products (cigarettes,
chewing tobacco, snuff, etc.)
m. steroids

m

When do you:
/
Weekends
/
Weeknights
j_ After School
/ During School
}Before Sc~ol
/

use alcohol
use other drugs

2•

•

I

Don'tUs~
000000
000000

~00000

0000000
0000000

0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

I
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0000000

!i

Which of the following is true regarding
alcoholism in young people?

!I

0 Young people can handle alcohol better and are
less likely to become alcoholics
0 Adults can develop alcoholism easier than young
people
0 Young people can develop alcoholism much
quicker ,than adults
0 All of the above are true

0 Toxic syndrome
OTolerance
0 Withdrawal
0 Heredity

II

2~9

1-2

1-2

a. marijuana or hashish
b. LSD(acid)
c. other psychedelics (PCP, MDMA,
"ecstasy", mescaline, peyote,
mushrooms, "Angel Trumpets")
d. cocaine (crack, etc.)
e. amphetamines (uppers)
f. barbiturates (downers, reds,
blues, goofballs, etc.)
g. tranquilizers (Valium, Librium,
Miltown, "Roofies", etc.)
h. heroin (smack, horse)
i. other narcotics (codeine, opium,
methadone, etc.)
j. sniffed glue or breathed the
contents of spray cans or gases
k. alcoholic beverages (beer, wine,
wine coolers, liquor)
I. tobacco products (cigarettes,
chewing tobacco, snuff, etc.)
m. steroids

a

I

m

What type of person is least affected by
drinking alcohol and taking drugs?
0
0
0
0

A well-educated, mature person
A large, muscular person
A small but physically fit person
All of these persons are affected, just differently

••

ilI '

I
ll'.

m

Which of the following has the greatest
influence on whether a person becomes
addicted to alcohol or drugs?
D
0
0
0

Race
The person's family history of addiction
Economic level of the person's family
Intelligence

I"

:i m
i,,l
'

:I

"

il

II

m

Which of the following persons is more likely
to become addicted with alcohol or drugs?
0 A person who drinks to help solve his/her
problems
0 A person who drinks a few beers a day
0 A person who has drunk moderately for
several years
0 Any of the above persons can become addicted

m

A can of beer
A glass of wine
A shot of liquor
They all have the same amount

m

m

How does the use of tobacco, alcohol and
other drugs cost our society in general?

-il I ------q

I
:I

!

·:·'
"

----

,,
When a person chooses to smoke cigarettes , :;I
drink alcohol or use drugs, who does it affect?
0 Only the person who is using
0 The person who is using and the person's fami ly
0 The person who is using, the person's family, the
person's friends and co-workers
0 All of the above and society in general

m

--------

,I

How is the use of alcohol and other drugs
costly to our economy?

What is the cause of the highest number of
deaths among teenagers?
O
0
0
0

••

'

,,'

0 Individual people who use live longer and need
special care
0 Less crime
0 More hospital and insurance costs

Loss of physical control, blurred vision,
slurred speech, and poor judgement can all be
caused by which of the following substances?
O Tobacco
OAicohol
0 Caffeine
0 Any of the above

0 Diabetes, because of the extra sugar in
alcohol
0 Emphysema, because alcohol and drugs
affect the lungs
0 AIDS, because when you are dri nking or
taking drugs, you use poorer judgement
0 Stomach cancer, because of the chemicals in
alcohol and drugs

0 People have more accidents and do less work
at their jobs
0 Low prices for drugs affects the prices of other
things
0 People on drugs must get more pay from their
jobs so they can afford the drugs
0 Use of alcohol and other drugs does not really
affect our economy

Which of the following organs is most often
seriously damaged by drinking alcohol?
0 Liver
OSpleen
0 Pancreas
0 Kidneys

m

I
m

Which of the following contains the most
alcohol?
0
0
0
0

m

I

What deadly disease are young people at
greater risk for, if they drink alcohol or use
drugs?

Suicide
Traffic accidents involving alcohol and other drugs
Fatal diseases such as diabetes and heart disease
Family violence/ abuse

•

'I

li

!I
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